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This paper focuses on lightweighting of wishbone structure for ordinary 5-seated commer-
cial vehicle. Typically, the wishbone structure is made of high carbon steel and the aim is to in-
vestigate if the composite materials, such as E-Glass/Epoxy, Carbon/Epoxy and Boron/Epoxy,
can achieve the lightweighting purpose without compromising material strength. The study is
carried out through finite element package (Siemen NX) with the consideration of three differ-
ent loading conditions, namely, lateral braking force, vertical and longitudinal braking force.
Throughout the study, it is found that both Carbon/Epoxy and Boron/Epoxy composites is
able to reduce the weight of the component by 46% while maintaining the required strength.
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1. Introduction

According to the International Energy Agency (IEA), almost one quarter
of the global energy production is consumed by transport vehicle [1, 2]. It is
proposed that reduction of vehicle weight is one way to reduce the energy con-
sumption and, thus, CO2 emissions caused by the transport vehicles [3]. The
vehicle’s weight directly relates to the total fuel consumption [4] that can be re-
duced up to 35% [5]. The approach is to reduce the weight of product by either
reducing the amount of material being used or substituting with lighter material,
without compromising the material strength.

Apart from fuel consumption, the stability performance, road handling and
comfort of vehicle are key considerations and that depend on the optimum design
of suspension system. Of particular interest, the suspension of wishbone struc-
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ture is studied in this paper. Vinayak et al. implement finite element method
to analyse the use of mild steel and aluminium alloy on wishbone structure,
the study reveals that the wishbone structure is overdesigned and material re-
moval for weight reduction is proposed [6]. Swapnil et al. carries out weight
reduction of steel wishbone structure using topological optimisation approach,
the weight reduction is observed to be 17.5% [7]. Similar work is done basing on
progress meta-model method, which is to optimise 3 shape vectors and 1 thick-
ness with multiple constraints, the finalised weight is reduced by 17.8% [8]. Ap-
plying lighter material, i.e. aluminium alloy, for wishbone structure, the weight
of the component can be reduced up to 41% by using single constraint optimi-
sation approach [9]. Even though the high amount of weight reduction seems
to be promising, it can lead to inefficient geometric design [10] and thus affect
manufacturing activities.

Consequently, the trend of lightweighting approach turns to substitute the
heavy material by lighter fibre composites, particularly for automotive industry,
which can be 50% lighter than steel used whilst maintaining required mechanical
properties [11]. It has been claimed that fibre composites is useful for automo-
tive components, where the mechanical, thermal and recycling properties can be
improved [12]. The aim of this paper is to investigate the lightweighting effect
of wishbone structure for ordinary 5-seated car using fibre composite materials.
The approach is carried out through finite element method, which is successfully
implemented in automotive field [13, 14].

Paper sections are organised as follows: Section 2 describes the finite ele-
ment modelling procedures, which details the applied loadings and constraints.
Different fibre composites materials are taken into consideration in the mod-
elling process. Section 3 discusses the FEA generated results and compare the
effect of using different fibre composites. Section 4 concludes the overall research
achievement and propose future research.

2. Finite Element Modelling

The finite element analysis is carried out upon the wishbone structure for
5-seated vehicle, Fig. 1. At the front of the wishbone, there is a ball joint mount-
ing hole connecting to the upright, where the hole encounters load. Whereas,
there are two mounting regions to the frame located at the back of the wishbone
structure.

The overview of finite element modelling procedures is illustrated in Fig. 2.
Initially, the CAD model was input to the Siemen NX software. Subsequently, the
finite element mesh was generated, where the idea was as follows: to discretise
the CAD model into sufficiently dense meshing to ensure acceptable computa-
tional accuracy. The detail about meshing will be presented in Subsec. 2.1.
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Fig. 1. CAD Model of the Wishbone Structure ( c© 2019 Siemens Product Lifecycle Manage-
ment Software Inc.; reprinted with permission).

Fig. 2. A scheme for the modelling of the component by means of FEA.

In order to specify the composite material and define the required ply arrange-
ments, an understanding of the stresses distribution under variants of loading
is required. An Isotropic FEA material model is defined produced and solved,
this highlights principal load paths as illustrated in Fig. 3. The principal load

Fig. 3. Wishbone loading ( c© 2019 Siemens Product Lifecycle Management Software Inc.;
reprinted with permission).
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paths need to correspond with principal fibre. A global stiffness criterion is also
established from the isotropic model by optimising part thickness.

As introduced in Sec. 1, fibre composites are to be evaluated for the wishbone
structure. For the analysis full anisotropic material properties, such as number of
stacking layers, fibre directions and mechanical parameters need to be provided.
The details are given in Subsec. 2.2.

After the material properties are defined, the load is applied at the hole as
shown in Fig. 1. Three loading cases will be taken into consideration, which
includes vertical load, lateral load and braking load. The constraints are applied
at the back of the wishbone. The details will be described in Subsec. 2.3.

Once the information of mesh, material properties, applied load and con-
straints are provided, the finite element model can then be solved based on
linear static analysis. The outputs are the results of stress and displacement
distributions. The results will be discussed in Sec. 3.

2.1. Meshing

The 2-D thin shell quadrilateral element is implemented (Fig. 4a), it is use-
ful for modelling arbitrary shape of curved shell geometries as of the wishbone

Fig. 4. (a) Meshing of wishbone structure; (b) 1-D connector within the front hole of wish-
bone structure ( c© 2019 Siemens Product Lifecycle Management Software Inc.; reprinted with

permission).
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structure [15]. It is noted that there are 7525 elements with the size of 4 mm
being used to approximate the shape of wishbone structure. In the case of 2-D
element, the related thickness is required to be defined.

It is noted that there should be a bolted joint at the front hole of the wishbone
structure, which is to connect to the wheel. It is reasonable to model the bolted
joint as a point of loading within the front hole. The element of 1-D connector
is defined within the front hole as shown in Fig. 4b.

2.2. Defining material

It is demonstrated in section 1 that fibre composite materials are effec-
tively used for lightweigthing of automotive components. The global stiffness
analysis described in 2.0 and previous data has identified, E-Glass/Epoxy, Car-
bon/Expoxy and Boron Epoxy as appropriate for the application. These ma-
terials have previously been used for automotive drive shafts [16, 17]. These 3
composite materials are therefore to be evaluated for the wishbone structure,
and the respective material properties [16, 17] are given in Table 1. The allow-
able stress is defined as maximum tensile strength. This parameter is taken for
evaluating the stress level from FEA.

Table 1. Properties of E-Glass/Epoxy, Carbon/Epoxy and Boron/Epoxy.

Property E-glass/Epoxy Carbon/Epoxy Boron/Epoxy
E11 [GPa] 50 126.9 204
E22 [GPa] 12 11 18.5
G12 [GPa] 5.6 6.6 5.59

ν12 0.3 0.3 0.3
Allowable stress [MPa] 400 440 630

ρ [kg/m3] 2000 1600 2000
Vf 0.6 0.6 0.6

Based on the analysis described in 2.0 laminate thickness and loading distri-
butions are established. Ply layup is standardised for the three materials eval-
uated. An orthotropic ply layup is developed with fibres laid in three different
principal axes [0, 90, 45◦]. The composite laminates are built from 25 layers of
woven plies (PPG-PL-3K). The stacking sequence is [90/0/−45/45/90] as shown
in Fig. 5. Carbon/Epoxy, Eglass/Epoxy and Boron/Epoxy are operated in the
similar manner. The number of plies is studied in relation to the lightweighting
effect and material deformation.
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Fig. 5. Information of laminate stacking ( c© 2019 Siemens Product Lifecycle Management
Software Inc.; reprinted with permission).

2.3. Loading and constraints

In general, the force scheme of automobile suspension system can be consid-
ered as brake impact. For braking condition, the wishbone structure is subjected
to longitudinal force Fy, Fig. 6. In the case of vertical vibration condition, the
wishbone structure is loaded by vertical force Fz, Fig. 7. The wishbone struc-
ture under lateral force Fx, Fig. 8. The forces are estimated as Fy = 2000 N,
Fz = 5100 N, and Fx = 5300 N [18]. To model the motion, the back of the
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Fig. 6. Braking force applied on the wishbone structure ( c© 2019 Siemens Product Lifecycle
Management Software Inc.; reprinted with permission).

Fig. 7. Vertical force applied on the wishbone structure ( c© 2019 Siemens Product Lifecycle
Management Software Inc.; reprinted with permission).

Fig. 8. Lateral force applied on the wishbone structure ( c© 2019 Siemens Product Lifecycle
Management Software Inc.; reprinted with permission).

wishbone structure only allows rotation along x-axis, and fix the remaining of
rotational and translational motions.
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3. Results discussion

Considering the case of AISI 1095 Carbon Steel for the wishbone structure,
the yield stress is 525 MPa and the mass takes 2.2 kg. Figure 9a illustrates the
stress distribution on the wishbone structure under braking force of Fy = 2000 N.
At the upper face of the component, the stress exerted at the edge is about
31.8 MPa and the stress reduced towards inner part to the level of 7.96 MPa,
Fig. 9a, it demonstrates the stretching of the wishbone structure. The maximum
stress of 95.48 MPa occurs at the mounting zones. Figure 9b shows the stress
distribution due to the vertical force of Fz = 5100 N, which generates bending
effect of the wishbone structure, where the stress on upper face is gradually
increased from stress level of 27.34 MPa to 109.34 MPa. The maximum stress of
328.02 MPa appears at the mounting position. Figure 9c demonstrates the stress
distribution subject to lateral force of Fx = 5300 N. This result exhibits twisting
effect at upper surface and the stress gradually increase from inner to outer

a) b)

c)

Fig. 9. Stress distribution of wishbone structure under: a) braking force Fy, b) vertical force Fz,
c) lateral force Fx ( c© 2019 Siemens Product Lifecycle Management Software Inc.; reprinted

with permission).
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part ranging from 16.84 MPa to 67.37 MPa. Similar to the braking and vertical
loading conditions, the maximum stress occurs at mounting regions reaching
202.12 MPa.

The maximum stresses as mentioned above is far lower than the allowable
stress limit of 525 MPa. This indicates that there is a likelihood to lighten the
wishbone structure.

Considering that the AISI 1095 Carbon Steel is replaced by lighter composite
material, namely, E-Glass/Epoxy, Carbon/Epoxy and Boron Epoxy values of the
maximum stress are considered as a function of the wishbone thickness at the
resulted mass, Fig. 10.

a)

b)

c)

Fig. 10. Variation of maximum stress with respect to mass for different materials under:
a) braking force Fy, b) vertical force Fz, c) lateral force Fx.
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Figure 10a illustrates the variation of mass with respects to maximum stress
when it is under braking force of Fy = 2000 N. As a matter of practical con-
venience, the simulation exercise is carried out by incremental thickness from
5 mm, 7 mm, 9 mm, 11 mm, 12 mm, and 13 mm of the wishbone structure
with a defined composite material. Looking on the variation of stress of Car-
bon/Epoxy, starting with 5 mm thickness, the respective mass is approximately
0.45 kg and the maximum stress is of 370 MPa. Compare to the 5 mm thickness
of steel (corresponding mass of 2.2 kg), the maximum stress of 150 MPa is much
lower. This encourages to increase the thickness to 6 mm, correspondingly, the
mass is increased reaching 0.63 kg and the respective maximum stress drops sig-
nificantly obtaining 190 MPa. When the thickness takes 13 mm (corresponding
mass of 1.2 kg), the maximum stress drops to 100 MPa. This demonstrates that
the maximum stress is much lower than when the material is defined as steel,
and the mass can be reduced by 45%. The E-glass epoxy and Boron epoxy have
similar variations as shown in Fig. 10a, and the corresponding maximum stresses
of 97 MPa and 110 MPa. The respective masses for both defined materials are
1.46 kg, and the mass reduction is of 34%. The finalised masses for all materials
have reduced significantly, however, the respective thicknesses of 13 mm are not
practically appropriate. Considering the mass, thickness and maximum stress
level, the optimum point is E-glass epoxy at 0.6 kg, Fig. 10a, such that the mass
reduction is of 73%.

Figures 10b and 10c illustrate the variations of the maximum stress as a func-
tion of the thickness and the mass obtained when it is under vertical force of
Fz = 5100 N and lateral force of Fx = 5100 N. Both of the variation pat-
terns are similar to that when the wishbone structure is under braking force of
Fy = 2000 N. When looking in to the loading conditions for vertical force (see
Fig. 10b) and lateral force (see Fig. 10c), the maximum stresses for Boron/Epoxy
is the highest and thus it is not favourable. For vertical force condition, the op-
timum point occurs at 1 kg of Carbon/Epoxy, and the corresponding maximum
stress is of 275 MPa, Fig. 10b. Similar to vertical force condition, the optimum
point for lateral force condition occurs at 1 kg of Carbon/Epoxy, and the cor-
responding maximum stress is of 110 MPa as shown in Fig. 10c. Consequently,
the optimum choice is of 1 kg of Carbon/Epoxy, where the maximum stress level
lower than that of steel in all the 3 different loading conditions. The finalised
mass reduction is of 54.5%.

4. Conclusions

The investigation on lightweighting the wishbone structure by using compos-
ite materials was carried out. The effectiveness of composite materials, namely,
Carbon/Epoxy, Eglass/Epoxy and Boron/Epoxy was assessed based on various
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loading conditions using finite element analysis. It was found that Carbon/Epoxy
is the most optimal choice, where the mass is 54.5% lower than that the original
material of AISI 1095 Carbon Steel. The maximum stress was noticed for the
vertical force Fz reaching 275 MPa. All the stresses are within the allowable
stress limit of 440 MPa. In the case of the composite considered the maximum
values of stress were lower than that the ones in the AISI 1095 Carbon Steel.
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