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In this paper, delamination of Mode II in a stratified glass fiber-epoxy resin under static 
loading is investigated. From the results obtained by the finite element method, using the 
criteria of Irwin-Kies and other theories of elasticity, the strain energy release rate is evalu­
ated. The obtained numerical results are compared with known experimental and theoretical 
results. Considering )ocal effects, such as fiber bridging in the finite element program, the 
scatter between experimental and numerical results is evaluated. The specimen is an ENF 
(End-Notched Flexure) beam and finite element analysis is carried out using the ANSYS soft­
ware. 

1. lNTRODUCTION

Since the composite materials have a high strength and low weight, they are 
useful for all engineering structures. The use of these materials in the structures 
of aeronautic, marine vehicles, cars and the likes, is ever increasing and has 
found its place in other fields of industry. Further information on destruction 
and rupture of these materials has a special importance. 

The rupture of a composite materiał, because of the variety of the mechanisms 
used in the destruction of structure, is very complicated. Figure 1 shows a variety 
of possibilities of destruction. 

In multilayer composites another phenomenon is added to the mechanisms 
of failure, which is delamination of the layers. In the mechanism of delamina­
tion which is analogous to the crack growth in the isotropic materials, all the 
possibilities of rupture showu in Fig. 1 exist. 

The mechanical behaviour of thermoset matrix composite materials is similar 
to the brittle materials. So the plastic zone at the tip of crack is very small 
and in analyses using finite element method, the plasticity of that zone is not 
considered. 

1 >Paper presented at the 34-th Solids Mechanics Conference, September 2-7, 2002, Zakopane.
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the likes, which need a statistical analysis, should also enter the mechanisms 

of delamination and their eff ects on the strain energy release rate should be 

evaluated. 
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